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Abstract 

Cybercrime is on the increase everywhere in the world. A large number of people have 

become victims of the cybercrimes. The main objective of the study is to find out the 

Awareness on cybercrime among B.Ed. students of Madurai district. Survey method was 

adopted in this study. The finding of the study revealed that level of awareness on cybercrime 

among B.Ed. students is high. 
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Introduction 

Cybercrime is on the rise around the 

world, driven by an increased use of 

social media, cloud storage, digital 

downloads, and mobile and online 

payments. Consumers’ personal and 

financial data is everywhere, and 

hackers are getting smarter at 

retrieving it. Computers and mobile 

devices are particularly vulnerable to 

malware, ransom ware, and phishing 

attacks targeting social security 

numbers, credit card information, and 

bank account data.. This makes it more 

important than ever for college 

students to take responsibility for their 

own internet safety. 

Statement of the Problem 

The aim of the study is to investigate 

the attention of cyber-crime among 

students by focusing varied threats. In 

recent year’s law-breaking is a vast 

challenge all told areas together with 

national security, public safety and 

private privacy. To forestall from a 

victim of law-breaking everybody 

should fathom their own security and 

safety measures to safeguard by 

themselves. A well-structured form 

survey methodology is applied to 
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investigate the student’s awareness 

within the space of cyber security.  

Need and significance of the study 

Cybercrime is a term used to broadly 

describe criminal activity in which 

computers or computer networks are a 

tool, a target, or a place of criminal 

activity. It is also used to include 

traditional crimes in which computers 

or networks are used to enable the 

illicit activity. In teaching-learning 

process, the use of internet is 

inevitable. The importance of e-

learning is increasing day by day. This 

is all because of distance learning and 

searching and sharing of study 

materials on internet. Besides it, 

internet provides many search engines 

that helps a student as well as a 

teacher to find out the solutions of 

their problems. It also helps a teacher 

and student to update their knowledge 

by getting the new information about 

new researches, new techniques etc. A 

teacher and a student can also get 

connected outside the class-room 

through the internet. And when they 

get the benefits of internet then of 

course they should face the risk factors 

also attached to it.  

Hence, the awareness on cybercrime is 

very much needed for the learners and 

also for teachers, so that they can 

prevent to face the unexpected 

problems or cybercrimes such as 

hacking, phishing, spam, computer 

viruses, sabotage, wire fraud, ATM 

fraud, internet fraud, identity theft etc. 

and they can take the appropriate 

measures to sort out these problems. 

The study is to explore, create 

awareness and gain more knowledge 

about the cybercrime. Also examine 

the level of ethical and security 

awareness among B.Ed. students 

Background of the study 

Young people often start seriously 

handling their own finances for the 

first time in college, taking on the 

responsibilities of credit cards, loans, 

and bank accounts. This abundance of 

sensitive data, combined with 

inexperience, makes college students 

an ideal target for phishing attacks. 

Cyber security awareness is the best 

way to keep you safe. Awareness about 

cybercrimes will also help in 

decreasing the involvement of the 

students or our coming generations in 
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cybercrimes. This study will help to 

find out the awareness level among 

B.Ed. teacher trainees (the perspective 

teachers) of Madurai district. And after 

knowing their awareness level, they 

can take further steps to increase their 

level of cybercrime awareness. It will 

be beneficial for themselves and their 

teaching career and also they can 

aware their students about cyber 

crime 

Objectives of the study 

To find out the level of awareness on 

cyber crime among B.Ed students on 

the following population variables 

such as Gender, Location and stream. 

To find the significant difference in 

Awareness of cyber crime among B.Ed 

students with regards to all population 

variables taken in the study. 

Hypotheses of the study 

Level of Awareness on cyber crime 

among B.Ed students is high. 

There is no significant difference in 

their Awareness of Cyber crime among 

B.Ed students with regard to all 

population variables taken.  

Design of Study  

Methodology: Descriptive survey 

method is used for the study of the 

Cyber Crime Awareness among B.Ed. 

Teacher Trainees.  

Population: The population for the 

study includes the all B.Ed. Teacher 

Trainees of Madurai district.  

Sample: Multi-stage sampling 

technique and simple random 

sampling technique is used for the 

selection of sample. A sample of 300 

students is taken for the study.  

Tool: Cyber Crime Awareness among 

B.Ed. Teacher Trainees is measured by 

Cyber Crime Awareness Scale 

developed by the Investigator 

Statistical Technique: Mean, 

Standard Deviation and T-test is 

employed to measure Cyber Crime 

Awareness among students. 

Table 1. Level of Awareness on 

cyber crime Among B.Ed students. 

Name of the 

Representat

ives 

N 

Theore

tical 

mean 

Calculat

ed 

mean 

B.Ed students 300 15 16.4 
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From the table it is evident that the 

Mean value is greater than the 

theoretical mean value. Hence the level 

of awareness on cyber crime among 

B.Ed students is high. 

Differential Analysis 

There is significant difference in 

Awareness on cyber crime among B.Ed 

students with regard to all population 

variables taken. 

Table 2. Difference in the Awareness  on cyber crime among B.Ed students on 

the following variables 

Variables 
Sub 

Variables 
Mean S.D N ‘t’ value 

Level of 

Significant 

Stream 

Arts 110.99 12.35 150 

3.81 

S 

 

 Science 113.94 9.11 150 

Locality 

Urban 111.61 11.80 150 

1.35 NS 

Rural 113.32 9.96 150 

Gender 
Male 110.9 12.90 150 

3.96 S 
Female 114.75 7.93 150 

 

Results and Interpretations 

From Table:2 Its quite evident that the 

calculated ‘t’ value 3.81, 3.96 is greater 

than the table ‘t’ value 1.96 at 0.05 

level of significance on Stream and 

Gender. Hence the research 

hypotheses are partially accepted. The 

result indicated that there is significant 

difference in the awareness on cyber 

crime among B.Ed students.  Also the 

calculated‘t’ value 1.35 is less than the 

table‘t’ value 1.96 at 0.05 level of 

significance. So research hypothesis is 

rejected. The result indicated that 

there is no significant difference in the 

awareness on cyber crime among B.Ed 

students based on Locality. 
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Educational Implications 

Cyber crime awareness is required 

since computer is a prevalent and 

versatile device. It acts as a nervous 

system for every advancement in the 

society. Teachers should be aware of 

while using their e-mail accounts, 

while using their Credit or Debit cards 

in public places and while using their 

e-mail accounts, while using their 

Credit or Debit cards in public places 

and they should sign out from their 

account without forgetting. The 

teacher can tell the students about the 

harmful effects of using internet 

without sufficient preventing 

measures. The teacher can tell the 

students about safe internet browsing 

and protect themselves of being 

victims. It can help in decreasing the 

involvement of students in cyber 

crimes who do mistakes due to the lack 

of awareness towards cyber crime. 

Conclusion 

 Awareness towards cyber crime 

is not significantly affected by 

Locality 

 Awareness towards cyber crime 

is significantly affected by 

(a)  Gender.  

(b) Stream. 

 

It can help the teacher to know about 

the level of awareness towards cyber 

crime in students. The teacher can tell 

the students about the harmful effects 

of using internet without sufficient 

preventing measures. The teacher can 

tell the students about safe internet 

browsing and protect themselves of 

being victims.  It can help in decreasing 

the involvement of students in cyber 

crimes who do mistakes due to the lack 

of awareness towards cyber crime. The 

students can protect themselves from 

hacking, phishing, spam, identity theft 

etc. 

Delimitation of the study 

 Among the B.Ed colleges in 

different districts in Tamil 

Nadu, the study is restricted to 

the colleges in Madurai district 

alone. 

 The study confines to the 

students in colleges of 

Education alone 

 The investigator selected only 

300 students as sample.   
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