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Abstract 

In modern era digital devices are the part and parcel of everyday life. Easy access to internet 

across the globe has totally changed the pattern of life. Web has become the main source of 

acquiring knowledge and information. Email is replacing the postal mail system. Use of 

computer is a mandatory from primary education sector to government level enterprise. 

Facebook, twitter, Whatsapp, viber are becoming main way to social communication. All 

these developments made life of people easier and comfortable but at the same time crimes 

associated with technologies have also emerged. Cybercrime has become a vital issue. In this 

study, Investigator used survey method to collect the data from the students. Both online and 

offline version of the survey were created to conduct this study. The study finds that there is a 

patchy awareness level and it is not satisfactory. The general people are unaware of 

standard practices for cyber security. The government and respective organizations are not 

vibrant regarding cybercrime-related issues. A proper guideline is required. Also, it needs to 

be updated on timely manner. In this study Mean, Standard deviation, and t-test are used to 

analyzed the data.  
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Introduction 

Education in its general sense is a form 

of learning in which the knowledge, 

skills and habits of group of people are 

transferred one generation to the next 

through teaching. In modern era digital 

devices are the part and parcel in 

everyday life. Easy access to internet 

across the globe has totally changed 

the pattern of life. Web has become the 

main source of acquiring knowledge 

and information. Use of computer is a 

mandatory from primary education 

sector to government level enterprise. 

Facebook, twitter, Whatsapp, viber are 

becoming main way to social 

communication. All these 

developments made life of people 

easier and comfortable but at the same 

time crimes associated with 

technologies have also emerged. 
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Cybercrime has become a vital issue. 

Cybercrime is used broadly to describe 

a kind of criminal activity, in which 

computers or networks are as a tool, a 

target, or a place of criminal activity. 

Internet has dramatically changed the 

way of thinking, the way of living the 

way of governing, the way of doing 

commerce and the way of perceiving 

oneself.  The cyber safety depends on 

the knowledge of the technology and 

the care taken while using internet and 

that of the preventive measures 

adopted by user and server systems. It 

is well said that the problems created 

cannot be solved with the same level of 

awareness that created them. Hence 

there is need of technological, 

behavioural and legal awareness and 

proper education and training. One 

important step forward in this 

direction is to spread awareness 

among school students against the 

crime and encouraging them to utilize 

the positive side of the internet. So the 

researcher worked on this topic.  

Safety Awareness among high 

school students 

The most serious obstacle in one’s 

safety is the fallacy that “I am safe” or 

“this can’t happen to me” or “this can 

never happen with me” and this 

dangerous thinking leads to 

carelessness and then the happening of 

uncalled incidents. As we are living in 

an increasingly violent world, personal 

safety is very important. It also 

promotes personal safety through 

education by creating and advancing 

vehemence prevention and safety go 

ahead.  

Need and significance of the study 

While schools took their classes online 

after the lockdown was announced in 

March 2020, recent complaints from 

students which have emerged on social 

media pointing to predatory behaviour 

by a faculty member online has fronted 

a host of cyber safety concerns that 

schools need to address. Awareness of 

cyber security aims to ensure that 

users are aware of risks that they can 

face with online activities because end 

users play a vital role in ensuring the 

security of networks and information 

systems (Kovács, 2018). Keeping this 

in mind, the researcher worked on the 

topic “Awareness on Cyber Safety 

among High school students”. 
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 Statement of the Problem 

By reviewing the need of the problem, 

the researcher confined to study about 

an “Awareness on Cyber Safety among 

High school students” and undertaken 

as survey.  

Objectives of the study  

 To study level of cyber safety 

Awareness among High school 

students. 

 

 To find out the significant 

difference in the level of Awareness 

on Cyber Safety among High school 

students in terms of the following 

variables: Gender, locality of 

residence and Type of institutions.  

 

Hypotheses of the study 

 Level of  Awareness on Cyber 

Safety among  High school students 

is satisfactory 

 

 There is difference in the 

percentage among High School 

students in their Awareness on 

Cyber Safety lying in the three 

levels. 

 

 There is significant difference in 

the levels  Awareness on Cyber 

Safety Among high school students 

in terms of  (i) Gender  ii) Location 

of the school iii) Medium of 

Instruction. 

 

Methodology in Brief 

The investigator adopted the 

normative survey method for this 

study. The sample consists of students 

from different High school in Madurai 

District. Constituted with due 

representation given to the variable 

viz., Gender, Location and Type of 

Institution. The sampling technique 

was stratified random sampling. 

Tool used 

The sample consisted of 150 high 

school students belong to Government 

Aided and Matriculation School in 

Madurai. The tool consists of 20 

questions and it’s structured to a 

yes/no type (checklist).      

The data was collected through two 

phases 1. The general information was 

collected by using general information 

data sheet. 2.  Awareness on Cyber 

Safety scale was constructed and 

validated. 
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Statistical Technique 

Statistical techniques are very 

essential for any research. It will help 

the investigator to analyse and 

interpret the data. The collected data 

was analyzed statistically by using 

following techniques. Arithmetic Mean, 

Standard Deviation, `t’ test and 

Percentage Analysis. 

Analysis and interpretation                               

Table 1. The level of Legal 

Awareness on Cyber Safety among 

high school students: 
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Awaren
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Cyber 

Safety 

High 

school 

studen

ts 

150 10 6.75 

 

Table No: 1 indicate that theoretical 

mean is greater than obtained mean. 

Therefore research hypothesis is 

rejected. Therefore level of awareness 

on Cyber safety among high school 

students is not high. 

Table 2. Percentage of sample lying 

in the three levels of Awareness on 

Cyber Safety among high school 

students 

Level of 
Awareness 

on Cyber 
Safety 

 

Number 
of 

Student 

Percentage 
of Sample 

(%) 

Low 25 18.67 

Moderate 72 48 

High 53 33.33 

 

From the above table it is inferred that 

majority of high school students 

possess moderate level of awareness 

on cyber safety. It indicates maximum 

students with the cyber awareness are 

more concerned and worried about 

ongoing cyber threat. 
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Table 3.Difference in levels of l Awareness on Cyber Safety among High 

school students 

S. 

No. 
Variable 

 

Categories 

 

Number 

of 

students 

Mean S.D 
‘t’ 

Value 

Signific

ant 

Level 

1 
 

Gender 

Male 50 2.341 0.647 
15.03

7 
S 

Female 100 4.407 1.025 

 

2 

 

Type of 

Institution 

Govt. Aided 80 3.643 0.736 

3.088 

 

S 

 Private 70 3.284 0.687 

3 
Location 

of 
residence 

Urban 92 4.468 1.231 
12.51

7 
S 

 

Findings and Interpretations 

Result-1 

The obtained ‘t’ value  15.037  is 

greater than the table value a 1.98 at 

0.05 level of significant . Hence the 

null hypothesis is rejected and 

research hypothesis is accepted. It 

shows that there is significant 

difference between male and female 

high school students in their levels of 

Awareness on Cyber Safety among 

high school students. It indicates 

female students are better at 

protecting their online identity than 

male students.  

Result-2 

The obtained ‘t’ value 3.088 is greater 

than the table value at 1.98 at 0.05 

level of significant. Hence the null 

hypothesis is rejected and research 

hypothesis is accepted. It shows that 

there is significant difference between 

Government – aided and Private 

school students in their levels of 

Awareness on cyber Safety of B.Ed. 

students. Comparing both type of 
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institution all students have aware 

about the issues and challenges faced 

in society.  

Result-3 

The obtained ‘t’ value 12,317 is 

greater  than the table value a 1.98 at 

0.05 level of significant . Hence the 

null hypothesis is rejected and 

research hypothesis is accepted. It 

shows that there is significant 

difference between high school 

students those who are reside in 

Urban and Rural area in their levels of  

Awareness on cyber Safety among 

high school students. This may be due 

to the fact that the urban area 

students may have more interesting, 

learning situation both at school and 

at home than rural area. 

Educational implication 

Students should be taught and trained 

that first defence in being safe is to 

secure their password. They should be 

taught never to disclose their account 

details to anyone or any personal data 

to someone/friend on the internet or 

on the phone. 

Investing in a good anti - virus is one 

of the key steps in ensuring safety 

from cybercrimes. So students should 

be taught to maintain and upgrade 

their anti-virus because it is crucial 

Students should never send 

credit/debit card details on any 

untrusted site. An additional measure 

they can take is to make sure their 

phone or their computer’s Bluetooth 

is switched off when not required. 

Students should make sure that they 

have strong, encrypted (8 digit, 

website generated password). 

Every city has a cybercrime cell where 

the complaint should be lodged. If a 

student suspects that he/she is a 

victim of cybercrime then they should 

immediately go to authorities with the 

necessary details.    

Suggestions 

Cybersecurity related curriculum 

might be included as a separate 

chapter in the textbook. Side by side, 

different cybersecurity campaigns 

play a crucial role in creating cyber 

awareness particularly for kids and 
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students in the academia. These topics 

of campaign may vary in versatile 

cybersecurity matters with different 

time durations. These campaigns 

create a huge awareness in the mind 

of young students, make them better 

cyber aware citizens who eventually 

will follow good cyber practices in 

future life. Print and electronic media 

similarly have impact to boost up the 

awareness level of the nation. 

Newspaper articles and ICT 

magazines may provide latest news 

on cyber threat to make the people 

up-to-date about current incidents. TV 

and radio talks, shows, interviews can 

easily reach the mind of the people. To 

fulfill this dream, every citizen of this 

country has to be aware of cyber 

threats and need to follow good cyber 

practices. Without following standard 

practices, it is impossible to provide 

security of Digital. It is undeniable 

that our government already executed 

numerous schemes linked to digital 

technologies and numerous projects 

are also ongoing. At the same time, we 

are also strongly suggesting that 

government need to work together 

with public and private sectors, the 

academia in creating cyber awareness 

amongst everyone-to make this a 

better country, to make more cyber 

resilient. 

Conclusion  

Cyber security is a global issue in the 

age of digital transformation. This 

study showed that the level of cyber 

security awareness among high school 

students at vulnerable stage and a 

rapid action is needed to accelerate the 

level of cyber security awareness. If the 

people have prior knowledge on the 

vulnerabilities of cyber security issue 

they would end up finding ways to 

defend themselves. We are proposing 

some concrete suggestions. People’s 

awareness is the key principle to keep 

the information safe from intruders. 

Sometimes this phenomenon is 

referred to as cyber security 

awareness which can be achieved by 

multiple ways. 
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