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Abstract 

Socioeconomic status (SES) is an economic and sociological combined total measure of a 
person's work experience and of an individual's or family's economic and social position in 
relation to others, based on income, education, and occupation. When analyzing a family's 
SES, the household income, earners' education, and occupation are examined, as well as 
combined income, whereas for an individual's SES only their own attributes are assessed. 
However, SES is more commonly used to depict an economic difference in society as a whole. 
The important objective of the study is to analyze the impact of socio-economic conditions 
towards the health condition of under five aged children in Kanyakumari District. The study 
is based on primary and secondary data. To analyze the impact of socio-economic conditions 
towards the health condition of under five aged children in Kanyakumari District 50 women 
having under five year aged children are selected as samples using convenient sampling 
method. .  The collected data were analyzed with the help of percentage and Chi-square test. 
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Introduction  

Socio-economic status (SES) is an 

economic and sociological combined 

total measure of a person's work 

experience and of an individual's or 

family's economic and social position 

in relation to others, based on income, 

education, and occupation. When 

analyzing a family's SES, the household 

income, earners' education, and 

occupation are examined, as well as 

combined income, whereas for an 

individual's SES only their own 

attributes are assessed. However, SES 

is more commonly used to depict an 

economic difference in society as a 

whole. Social and economic factors, 

such as income, education, 

employment, community safety, and 

social supports can significantly affect 
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how well and how long we live. These 

factors affect the ability to make 

healthy choices, afford medical care 

and housing, manage stress, and more 

(County Health Rankings & Roadmaps 

(CHRR), 2021). 

Objective of the Study   

The important objective of the study is 

to analyze the impact of socio-

economic conditions towards the 

health condition of under five aged 

children in Kanyakumari District.  

Methodology  

Area of study 

The area of the study refers to the four 

taluks of Kanyakumari district namely 

Kalkulam, Vilavancode, Agasteeswa 

ram and Thovalai. 

Sources of data 

The study is based on primary and 

secondary data. The primary data is 

collected from 50 women having under 

five year aged children from the study 

area. The secondary data have been 

mainly collected from the books, 

journals, magazines, and also from the 

internet. 

 

Sampling Design 

To analyze the impact of socio-

economic conditions towards the 

health condition of under five aged 

children in Kanyakumari District 50 

women having under five year aged 

children are selected as samples using 

convenient sampling method.  

 Statistical Tools Used  

The collected data were analyzed with 

the help of various statistical measures 

such as Percentage and Chi-Square 

Test. 

     The formula for Chi – square is 

𝑥2 = ∑
(𝑶−𝑬)𝟐

𝑬
  with (r-1) (c-1) degrees 

of freedom 

Hypotheses 

On the basis of the objectives of the 

study, the following null hypothesis 

was developed for the purpose of the 

present study. 

Hypotheses: There is no relationship 

between the socio-economic condition 

of the mother and the health 

conditions of under five year aged 

children in Kanyakumari district. 
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Analysis and Interpretation 

Age–wise classification of the 

respondents 

The age is an important factor 

considered to analyze the impact of 

socio-economic conditions towards the 

health condition of under five aged 

children in Kanyakumari district. The 

distribution of sample respondents on 

the above basis is presented in the 

following table. 

Table 1. Age wise classification of 

the respondents 

Sl. 
No. 

Age N % 

1 Up to 30 16 32 

2 31 – 40 32 64 

3 Above 40 2 4 

 Total 50 100 

Source: Primary Data 

It is revealed from the above table that 

16 (32 percent) of the sample 

respondents belongs to the age group 

of up to 30 years, 32 (64 percent) of 

them belongs to the age group of 31 – 

40 years and the remaining 2 (4 

percent) of the sample respondents 

belongs to the age group of above 40 

years. 

Educational qualification of the 

sample respondents 

The educational qualification plays a 

vital role in the day-to-day life of a 

person and it decides their occupation 

too. Hence the sample respondents are 

classified on the basis of their 

educational qualification and given in 

the following table.   

Table 2. Educational qualification of 

the respondents 

Sl. 

No. 
Educational 
qualification 

N % 

1 Up to UG 23 36 

2 PG 11 22 

3 Others 16 32 

 Total 50 100 

Source: Primary Data 

It is clear from the above table 23(36 

percent) of the sample respondents are 

qualified up to under graduate degree, 

11 (22 percent) of them are Post 

Graduate degree holders and the 

remaining 16 (32 percent) of the 

respondents are having other 

qualifications such as professional 

degree, technical degree etc.  
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Occupation of the sample 

respondents 

The occupation of a person decides the 

monthly income of a person and hence 

the sample respondents are classified 

on the basis of their occupation and 

presented in the following table. 

Table 3. Occupation of respondents 

Sl. No. Occupation N % 

1 Private 
Employee 

13 26 

2 Government 
employee 

3 6 

3 House wives 34 68 

 Total 50 100 

Source: Primary Data 

It is inferred from the above table 

13(26 percent) of the respondents are 

private employees, 3 (6 percent) of 

them are Government employees and 

the remaining 34(68 percent) of the 

sample respondents are house wives. 

Monthly Income of the family 

The monthly income of a person is a 

key factor which decides the standard 

of living and the socio-economic 

condition. The sample respondents 

were classified on the basis of their 

monthly income and presented in the 

following table. 

Table 4. Monthly Income of the 
family 

Sl. No. Monthly 
income 

N % 

1 Up to 25000 29 58 

2 25001 – 50000 18 36 

3 Above 50000 3 6 

 Total 50 100 

Source: Primary Data 

The above table depicts that 29 (58 

percent) of the sample respondents’ 

monthly income is Rs.25000 per 

month, 18 (36 percent) of the 

respondents monthly income is 

Rs.25001 – 50000 and the remaining 3 

(6 percent) of the sample respondents 

monthly income is above Rs.50000. 

Socio-economic Status  

The socio-economic status of the 

sample respondents are also analyzed 

and presented in the following table. 

Table 5. Socio-economic Status of 
the respondents 

Sl. 

No. 
Socio-economic 

Status 
No % 

1 Rich 2 4 

2 Middle class 41 82 

3 Poor 7 14 

 Total 50 100 

Source: Primary Data 
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It is revealed from the above table that 

the socio-economic status of 2(4 

percent) of the respondents are rich, 

41(82 percent) of sample respondents 

are middle class and the remaining 

7(14 percent) of the respondents are 

poor. 

Occupation and Health conditions of 

the Children 

An analysis was made to find out the 

impact of occupation of the mother 

towards the health condition of under 

five aged children in Kanyakumari 

district using chi-square test and the 

results are presented in the below 

table. 

Table 6. Occupation and Health 

conditions of the Children [Chi-

Square Test] 

Chi-
square 
value 

Degrees 
of 

freedom 

Table 

value 
Inference 

11.72 4 9.488 Significant 

Source: Computed Value 

The above table shows that the 

calculated value (11.72) of Chi-square 

is greater than the table value (9.488), 

and hence the null hypothesis is 

rejected. Thus the occupation of the 

mother is significantly associated with 

the health conditions of the under five 

years aged children in Kanyakumari 

district. 

Monthly income of the family and 

Health conditions of the Children 

Further the monthly income of the 

family and its impact towards the 

health conditions of their children is 

analyzed using chi-square test and 

presented in the below table. 

Table 7. Monthly income and Health 

conditions of the Children [Chi-

Square Test] 

Chi-
square 
value 

Degrees 
of 

freedom 

Table 

value 
Inference 

13.41 4 9.488 Significant 

Source: Computed Value 

It is clear from the above table that the 

calculated value (13.41) of Chi-square 

is greater than the table value (9.488), 

and hence the null hypothesis is 

rejected. Hence it is concluded that 

there is a significant association 

between the monthly income of the 

family and the health conditions of 

under five years aged children in the 

study area. 
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Socio-economic status and Health 

conditions of the Children 

An analysis was made to find out the 

impact of the socio-economic status 

towards the health conditions of  the 

children using chi-square test and 

presented in the below table. 

Table 8. Socio-economic status and 

Health conditions of the Children 

[Chi-Square Test] 

Chi-
square 
value 

Degrees 
of 

freedom 

Table 

value 
Inference 

12.39 4 9.488 Significant 

Source: Computed Value 

It is inferred from the above table that 

the calculated value (12.39) of Chi-

square is greater than the table value 

(9.488), and hence the null hypothesis 

is rejected. Hence it is concluded that 

there is a significant association 

between the socio-economic status of 

the mother and the health conditions 

of under five years aged children in the 

study area. 

Findings of the Study 

 The researcher found 32 (64 

percent) of the sample respondents 

comes under the age group of 31 – 

40 years. 

 It is found that 23 (36 percent) of 

the respondents are qualified up to 

Under graduate degree. 

 Majority 34 (68 percent) of the 

sample respondents are house 

wives. 

 Most 29 (58 percent) of the 

respondents says that the monthly 

income of their family is up to 

Rs.25,000. 

 From the total respondents 41 (82 

percent) of the sample respondents 

belongs to middle class family. 

 It is found that the health 

conditions of under five years aged 

children is dependent to the 

occupation, monthly income and 

the socio-economic status of the 

parent in the study area. 

Conclusion 

The findings of the study show that 

majority of the sample parent comes 

under the age group of 31 – 40 years 

and most of them are under graduates. 

It is also found that the personal 

factors such as occupation and 

monthly income of the respondents 

has significant association with the 
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health of the children under five year 

age. From the above study it is 

concluded that the health condition of 

the under five aged children is 

dependent to the socio-economic 

condition of their parent. Hence there 

is a need is felt to develop the socio-

economic conditions of the parent to 

develop the health status of the 

children in the Study area.   

References 
************

Ahmad, D., Afzal, M. & Imtiaz, A. 
(2020). Effect of socioeconomic 
factors on malnutrition among 
children in Pakistan. Futur Bus 
J 6, 30. Retrieved from https:// 
doi.org/10.1186/s43093-020-00 
032-x 

Ayaya, S. O., F O Esamai, F. O., Rotich, J., 
& Olwambula, A. R. (2004). Socio-
economic factors predisposing 
under five-year-old children to 
severe protein energy mal 
nutrition at the Moi Teaching and 
Referral Hospital, Eldoret, Kenya. 
East African Medical Journal, 
81(8), DOI: 10.4314/eamj.v81i8. 
9203 

Banerjee, K, & Dwivedi, L. K. (2020). 
Disparity in childhood stunting in 
India: Relative importance of 
community-level nutrition and 
sanitary practices. PLOS ONE 
15(9):e0238364. Retrieved from 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.
pone.0238364             

County Health Rankings & Roadmaps. 
(2021). Social and Economic 
Factors. Retrieved from https:// 
www.countyhealthrankings.org/e

xplore-health-rankings/measure 
s-data-sources/county-health-ran 
kings-model/health-factors/socia 
l-and-economic-factors 

Dolas. (2010). A Study of Socio 
Economic Conditions among Bidi 
Workers in Solapur, UGC Minor 
Research Project, File No.23-
1374/09 (WRO), 24th February 
2010. 

Mathivannam, S. (2008). “A Study on 
socio – economic background and 
status of women and entrepre 
neurs in small scale industries”, 
Indian Journal of Marketing, 
38(5). 

Monika Yadav. (2015). “Socio-
economic conditions of Women 
Workers in Construction 
Industry”. IJRSI, 2(7), 37–39.  

Nurcilin Asha, N., & Taj Aysha, 
A. (2021). Enhancing Social Skills 
through Craft Based Pedagogy at 
Elementary Level School 
Children. John Foundation Journal 
of EduSpark, 3(1), 1-13. Retrieved 
from https://www.johnfoundati 
on.com/journals/eduspark/eijmr 



 

 

 

John Foundation Journal of EduSpark  ISSN 2581-8414 (Print) 
 ISSN 2582-2128 (Online) International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research Studies 

 

 
A Quarterly Peer Reviewed /Refereed Multidisciplinary Journal       Vol.3,    Issue.2,     April –June 2021 39 

 

 

sv3i1/enhancing-social-skills-thr 
ough-craft-based-pedagogy-at-ele 
mentary-level-school-children/ 

Srijana. (2015). A report on A 
Comparative Study and 
Assessment of Socio-economic 
Status of Trained and Un-Trained 
Handicraft Women Artisans in 
Lucknow and Surrounding 
Districts-Barabnki, Sitapur and 

Unnao, Sponsored by National 
Commission for Women. 

Srinivasan and Ilango. (2012). “A Study 
on the Socio – Economic 
Conditions of Female Beedi 
Workers at Khajamalai, in 
Trichirapalli, Tamil Nadu” 
International Journal of Innovative 
Research & Development, 1(11), 
295–305. 

 
To cite this article 
***************** 

Aruna, C., & Subbiah, G. (2021). Impact of Socio-Economic Conditions towards the 
Health Condition of Under Five Aged Children in Kanyakumari District. John 
Foundation Journal of EduSpark, 3(2), 32-39. 

******************************************************************************** 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

Aruna, C is a research scholar in the department of economics, ST Hindu 
College, Nagercoil, affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, 
Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, She holds M.A and MPhil in economics. She has 
participated international, national level seminars and workshops. She has 
presented papers in the national and international seminars. 

DR. Subbiah, G. is an Assistant Professor at S.T. Hindu College, Nagercoil 
affiliated to Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu, 
India. He holds M.A., M.Phil and Ph.D degree in Economics and master degree 
in rural development. He teaches under graduate and post graduate 
students.  He was awarded Teacher Fellowship under FDP (XI plan period) 
admitted to Ph.D Research Programme. He also executed a UGC funded 
minor Research project. He has participated and presented papers in 
National Seminars and Conferences. He is supervising M.Phil and Ph.D 
Scholars. He has authored many papers in Journals and chapters in books. 
His areas of interest are Labour economics, Indian economy, Entrepreneurial 
development, Environmental economics, Research methodology, Tribal 
economy and Health economics. 

******************************************************************************** 


